
James
Is your faith visible?

James 1:22 Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves.

A Study of the 
book of 



James 2

1 My brothers, as you hold out your faith in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, do not show 
favoritism. 2 For if a man comes into your 
assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine 
clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in 
dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to 
the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, 
“You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the 
poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by 
my footstool,” 



James 2

4 have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 
5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God 
choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored 
the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you 
and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not 
blaspheme the fair name by which you have been 
called?



James 2

8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law 
according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if 
you show partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For 
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in 
one point, he has become guilty of all. 



James 2

11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” 
also said, “Do not commit murder.” Now if you 
do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, 
you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So 
speak and so act as those who are to be judged by 
the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be 
merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment.
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The Royal Law
Mark 12:29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is 
this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 
31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no commandment greater than these.”

Matthew 22:37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”



Leviticus 19

11 “‘Do not steal.

“‘Do not lie.

“‘Do not deceive one another.

12 “‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the 
Lord.

13 “‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.

“‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight.

14 “‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your 
God. I am the Lord.

15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, 
but judge your neighbor fairly.

16 “‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people.

“‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the Lord.

17 “‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you 
will not share in their guilt.

18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love 
your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.



Romans 13

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 
continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves 
others has fulfilled the law.      9 The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not 
murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” 
and whatever other command there may be, are 
summed up in this one command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a 
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
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The Royal Law vs. New Covenant

Two Upgrades: 

1.  New Example

John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 



The Royal Law vs. New Covenant

Two Upgrades: 

1.  New Example

2.  New Empowerment

Romans 8:2 through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who 
gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 
For what the law was powerless to do because it was 
weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.



Loving Others Under the Law of Liberty   

New Covenant Love is enabled, empowered and 
inspired by Christ’s love on the cross



2 Corinthians 5

14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 
that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died 
for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 
again.

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so 
no longer. 



Ephesians 3

17 …And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God.



2 Corinthians 3

14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same 
veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been 
removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to 
this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But 
whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom.  18 And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit.



Loving Others Under the Law of Liberty   

New Covenant Love is enabled, empowered and 
inspired by Christ’s love on the cross

New Covenant Love is favoritism done right



Philippians 2

1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, 
if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.



Philippians 2

5 In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped;

7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!



Loving Others Under the Law of Liberty   

New Covenant Love is enabled, empowered and 
inspired by Christ’s love on the cross

New Covenant Love is favoritism done right

New Covenant Love is the supernatural and 
spectacular work of New Covenant Creatures 



John 13

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another.”



1 Corinthians 13

1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to 
feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be 
burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.
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