His Grace is Sufficient for Me

2 Corinthians 12



2 Corinthians 12

7 So to keep me from becoming conceited
because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me,
to keep me from becoming conceited.

8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord about
this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.”



2 Corinthians 12

9 ...Therefore | will boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of
Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when | am weak, then | am
strong.



What are “weaknesses”?

2 Corinthians 12

10 For the sake of Christ, then, | am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities. For when | am
weak, then | am strong.




2 Corinthians 1

8 For we do not want you to be unaware,
brothers, of the affliction we experienced in
Asia. For we were so utterly burdened
beyond our strength that we despaired of
life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had
received the sentence of death. But that was
to make us rely not on ourselves but on God
who raises the dead.



2 Corinthians 11:23 Are they servants of Christ?
| am a better one—I am talking like a
madman—uwith far ﬁreater labors, far more
imprisonments, with countless beatings, and
often near death. 24 Five times | received at the
hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25
Three times | was beaten with rods, Once | was
stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked; a night
and a day | was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from
robbers, danger from my own people, danger
from Gentiles, danger in"the city, danger inthe
wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false
brothers;



2 Corinthians 11

27 in toil and hardship, through many a
sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often
without food, in cold and exposure. 28 And,
apart from other things, there is the daily
pressure on me of my anxiety for all the
churches. 29 Who is weak, and | am not
weak? Who is made to fall, and | am not
indignant?

30 if | must boast, | will boast of the things
that show my weakness.



Where do the "weaknesses” come from?

2 Corinthians 12

7/ So to keep me from becoming conceited
because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me,
to keep me from becoming conceited.




Luke 22

31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded
to have you, that he might sift you like
wheat,

32 but | have prayed for you that your faith

may not fail. And when you have turned
again, strengthen your brothers.”



1 Peter 5

8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him,
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds
of suffering are being experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And
after you have suffered a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory
in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,

strengthen, and establish you.



What is the purpose of these “weaknesses”?

2 Corinthians 12

7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of

Satan_ , to keep me from becoming
conceited.

9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness."”

Therefore | will boast all the more 8Iad|¥ of my

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.



What is the purpose of these “weaknesses”?

2 Corinthians 12

7 So | _ because
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to torment me,

9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness."”

Therefore | will boast all the more 8Iad|¥ of my

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.



What is the purpose of these “weaknesses”?

2 Corinthians 12

7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to torment me, to keep me from becoming
conceited.

9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness."”

Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses,
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After praying for God to remedy my hardship, there may
COTQ a time to accept it as from Him and trust Him to
sustain me

God is very willing to cause pain for my physical being in
order to benefit my spiritual one

God values my humility so much that he may use Satan to
torment me in order to bring it about in me

While my plan is always to escape pain, God’s plan may
well be to give me the grace to endure it

With great afflictions come great blessings of God's grace

Since this sufficient grace only comes as a result of
needing it, am | wllllng to allow myself to be put in the
position of needing it*

Am | weak enough to be truly powerful?

| must be willing to give up my plan of what His grace will
look like



Hebrews 11:32 And what more shall | say? For time would fail me
to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the é)rophets— 33 who through faith conqtuered kingdoms,

enforce F|1ustic:e, obtained promises, stopﬁed he mouths of lions,
34 quenched the power of fire, esca%ed the edge of the sword,
were made strong out of weakness,

. : : ecame mlgkt¥1 in war, (§)Ut
foreign armies to tlight. 35 Women received back their dead by
resurrection.

Some were tortured, refusinﬁ to accetpt release, so that they
might rise again to a better lite. 36 Others suffered mocking and
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword.
They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted,
mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering
abl?tll:lit in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the
earth.
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After praying for God to remedy my hardship, there may come a
time to accept it as from Him and trust Him to sustain me

God is very willing to cause pain for my physical being in order to
benefit my spiritual one

God values my humility so much that he may use Satan to torment
me in order to bring it'about in me

While my plan is always to escape pain, God’s plan may well be to
give me the grace to endure it

With great afflictions come'great blessings of God'’s grace

Since this sufficient glrace only comes as a result of needing it, am |
willing to allow myself to be put in the position of needing’it?

Am | weak enough to be truly powerful?

| must be willing to give up my plan of what His grace will look like
I all | end up with is Christ, is He enough?

The end result of my life is to exalt Christ.



2 Corinthians 12

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4
who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be
able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

5 For as we share abundantly'in Christ's sufferings, so
through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 6 If
we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and
if we are comforted, it is for %iour comfort, which you
ex#ergence when you patiently endure the same
sutferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken,
for we know that as you share in our sufférings, you will
also share in our comfort.



2 Corinthians 1

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers,

of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were

so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we

despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had

received the sentence of death. But that was to

1r:r}\‘akg u:séi rely not on ourselves but on God who raises
e dead.

10 He delivered us from such a deadly ﬁeril, and he
will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he
will deliver us again.

11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will
ive thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us
rough the prayers of many.
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