
Mercy & Light
John 8



John 7:53 They went each to his own house,

8:1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in 
the morning he came again to the temple. All the 
people came to him, and he sat down and taught 
them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing 
her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this 
woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 



5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said 
to test him, that they might have some charge to 
bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with 
his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to 
ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who 
is without sin among you be the first to throw a 
stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and 
wrote on the ground. 



9 But when they heard it, they went away one by 
one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was 
left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 
Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No 
one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn 
you; go, and from now on sin no more.”
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Defining Characters in the Story

• The Accusers (the Scribes and Pharisees)

– Marked by brutality and hypocrisy

• The Accused (the woman they caught)

– Marked by tragedy

• Jesus

– Marked by wisdom and mercy



Galatians 6:1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should 
restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or 
you also may be tempted.



Matthew 7:3Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in 
your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is 
the log in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take 
the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.



John 8:11b And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn 
you; go, and from now on sin no more.”



John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
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I am the light of the world

Jesus being the light of the world means:

• The world has no other light than him

• All the world needs him

• The world was made for this light

• One day this world will be filled with his light 
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13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing 
witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about 
myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came 
from and where I am going, but you do not know 
where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge 
according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I 
do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone 
who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 



17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two 
people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness 
about myself, and the Father who sent me bears 
witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, 
“Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know 
neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would 
know my Father also.



20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught 
in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his 
hour had not yet come.



21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and 
you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where I 
am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, 
“Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are 
from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I 
am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die 
in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you 
will die in your sins.”



13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing 
witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.”



What does it mean to walk in light?

1John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from 
him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship 
with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 



8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us.
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